CHAPTER II

RICHELIEU'S EARLY CAREER

1585-1617

CARDINAL RICHELIEU was of ancient
though not illustrious lineage. His family
belonged to the lesser nobility of Poitou;
they originally bore the name of du Plessis, and
traced their ancestry as far back as the thirteenth
century, One Guillaume du Plessis, in the reign of
Philip Augustus, is the first of whom we find any
record, and even at that period the family held
several small estates. As far as-any tradition re-
mains, they seem to have been a fighting race,
and prone to deeds of cruelty and violence, Such,
however, were the customs of the times, and the du
Plessis were probably neither better nor worse than
most of the petty nobles in an age of disorder,

In the fifteenth century, one of a younger branch
married Perrine Clerembault; the child of this union
inherited from his mother's family the estate of
Richelieu, on which a strong castle had long stood,
and took the name of du Plessis de Richelieu,from him,
